An Imperial Compound
Had rian’s Villa, was, in fact, a sprawling complex of

more than 30 buildings, many of monumental size. Like

any small city, it had baths, religious monuments, and

recreational areas, all kept in order by an army of servants.
1 PECILE
The portico was designed as an after—

dinner route to aid digestion. The

pool, "Euripus," was named for the

sea strait at C haIcis in Greece.

2 SMALL PUBLIC BATHS

Built near the emperor‘s own private

baths, this facility—paved with

marble and featuring an octagonal

hall—was reserved forthe nobility.

3 GREAT PUBLIC BATHS
Available toarmy officers and other

non—noble Romans, these baths

were paved in simple materials,

comfortable ratherthan opulent.

4 CANOPUS AND SERAPEUM
At one end of the Canopus pool, the

temple of Serapis featured a network

of rooms and tunnels. It was thought

to be a place of nighttime worship.

5 GRAND TRAPEZE
A warren ofservice tunnels was

recently found underthese gardens.

They allowed food and fuel to be

carried to all corners of the estate.

6 IMPERIAL PALACE

Once housing many artworks and

mosaics, Hadrian's sprawling palace

contained lavish reception rooms, his

sleeping quarters, and private Iatrine.

the elaborate portico known as the Ca—

nopus, where nighttime banquets were

held Its roof was supported by Corinthian

columns, and caryatids, sculpted female

figures like those of the Erechtheion on

the Acropolis of Athens.

Named for the ancient city near Alex—

andria in Egypt, the CanOpus’s 390 — foot—

lo ng pool is believed to rep res ent the Nile,

a river with bittersweet associations for

the emperor, as this was where his lover,

Antinous, had drowned during Hadrian’s

tour of Egypt in 13 o. The city of Can opus

was home to a temple of the Greco—

Egyptian god Serapis, of p ers onal impor—

tance to Hadrian, who constructed his

own Serapeum at the head of the pool.

The Villa lacked for nothing: It even

included an exercise area, known as the

Pecile, where the athletic emperor could

carry out the Roman equivalent of the

daily workout. It was equipped with a

33o—foot—long rectangular pool. The

